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PICTURESQUE STORY OF Y V

f With the contraction of the Clark
road Salt Lake will be on the f
transcontinental highway f
which will pass the trade of the
United States with the teeming r-

f Orient What benefits In popula
f turn and wealth this will brflig to t

Salt take only future as it f
unfolds its secrets can disclose

For decades the construction of

4 les and the building of a railroad f
4 dreamed of and fought for In f

the pathway stood a huge ob
4 stacle which for many years was I

the bitter oppo 41
4 sit ion of C P Huntington and the
4 Southern Pacific railroad The 4

building of this railroad meant a 4
4 breaking of the Southern Pacific 4 j

4 monopoly in California The con f j

4 San Pedro meant the founding of
open port which could not be 4

4 controlled by that formidable or 4
ganbsation The battle raged 41

4 fiercely On the field of finance
the halls of the legislature in t-

f congress and even in physical on 4
4 flirt on the right of way K was 4 j

4 fought At last the people u Loa 4
Angeles backed by the public
sentiment of the nation won their 4

4 free harbor fight Then Senator 4
W A Clark took hold and con

4 quered in the railroad field Dif 4
4 ferences were smoothed away and 41
+ now the harbor is half constructed 4
4 and the railroad will be pushed to t
+ completion with all possible speed 4

The story in its details is full of 4
dramatic and human Interest 4

ere that inassorted band of
ascended the James river

and founded Jamestown in the
heart of the Virginia wilderness
eightyeight years before the stern
hearted stiffnecked devout Puritans
landed on Plymouth rock to hew out
an abode for free worship of God and
for civilization white men had sailed
into the harbor of San Pedro

Cabrillo one of those fearless and
adventurous sea captains who carried
the Spanish flag into the far corners of
the earth and added rich dominion tc
the ancient monarchy until she was
the wealthiest and most powerful on
all the earth sailed into this port In
1542 just thirtysix years after the
death of Columbus He carried the
colors of the celebrated Emperor
Charles V Whet the squalid Indians
for they were not noble redskins in
those parts saw a strange winged
thing flying in from the sea they set
fire to the grass of the plains to pro-
pitiate the Great Spirit Captain Ca
brillo saw the great clouds of smoke
overhanging the land and named the
inlet Bahia de KM Humos or the Bay
of Smokes

De Soto at that time was making hi
toilsome bloody way up the Father of
Waters Henry VIII ruled and wedded-
n England There waa no New York
nor even a New Amsterdam for sixty

ven years elapsed before Hendrik
Hudson blundered on Manhattan isl-

and and ascended the river which flows
put the present metropolis of the
greatest nation in the world

Naming of the Harbor
The name San Pedro was given Oif

harbor in MB Captain Viscaino
explorer haying weath

red the fartoua and b ut
iape Horn and skirted the South Amcrr
lean coast put for the Bahia detos
Humos that Cabrillo had marked on
the navigators maps It was on Nov

St Peters day that his ship
haven and consequently he

Katie the pOrt the name of San Pedro
the panish nomenclature of the saint

The harbor was visited at intervals
subsequently by wandering craft
but It was not until the latter part
of the eighteenth century that It be
gan to have any real commerce In
that period the Franciscan fathers
founded their chain of missions in
southern California The mission of
tan Gabriel was founded thirty miles
to the northward and the Pueblo de

These settlements grew rapidly Soon
they began to have great quantities of
hides and tallow to export receiving in
return supplies of all kinds from the
New England trading vessels which
sought out every chance for a bargain
and the port of San Pedro became the
gateway for this traffic

Richard Henry Dana when a sailor
on board the brig Pilgrim visited the
harbor In 1JB5 In Two Years Be
fore the Mast he thus describes
the scene on the arrival of
trading vessel

I learned to my surprise
that this desolate looking
place furnished more
hides than any port on
the toast It was the
only port for a dis-
tance of eighty
mites and about
thirty miles In i03
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the interior was a fine plain coun
try with herds ot cattle in the
center of which was the Pueblo of Los
Angeles the largest town in California

and several of the largest missions
to all of which San Pedro was the sea
portThe next day we pulled the agent
ashore and he went up to visit the
pueblo and the neighboring missions
and in a few days as the result of his
labors large ox carts and droves of
mules loaded with bides were seen
coming over the flat country

Hunan Pack Animals
loaded our long boat with goods

of all kinds light and heavy and
pulled ashore After landing and j

them over the stones on the beach
we stopped waiting for the catts to
come down the hill and take them
but captain soon settled the mat
ter by ordering us to carry them all
up to the top saying that was the
California fashion So what the oxen

would not do we were obliged to do
The hill was low but steep and the
earth being and wet with re-
cent rains was bad holding ground
for our felt The heavy barrels and
casks we rolled up with some difficulty
getting behind and putting our

them now and then our feet
slipping added to the danger of the
casks rolling back on us But the
greatest trouble was the large boxes
of sugar These we had to place upon
oars and lifting them up rest the
oars upon our shoulders and creep
slowly UP the hill with the gait of a
funeral procession

After aQ hour or two of hard work
we got them all up and found the
carts standing full of hides which we
had to unload and to load the carts
again witti our own goods the lazy
Indians who came down with them
squatting on their hams looking on
doing nothing and when we asked

te help us only shaking their
heads or drawling out no quiero

Having loaded our carts we started
up the Indians who went off one on
each side of the oxen with long sticks
sharpened at the end to punch them
with is one of the sav-
ing labor in Indians to
two oxen

Now the hides were to be got down
and for this purpose we brought the
boat around to a place where the hill
was steeper and threw them off let-

ting over the slope Many-
of them leased and we had to let our
se ves down and set them going again
and m this way we became covered
with dust and our clothes torn After
we had the hides all down we were
obliged to take them on our heads and
walk over the stones and through the
water to the boat The water and the
stones together would wear out a pair
of states a day and as shoes were very
scarce and very dear we were com
pelled to go barefooted-

At night we went on board having
ad the hardest and most disagreeable

days work we had yet experienced-
For several days we were
this manner until we had landed forty
or ftfty tons of goods and brought back
on beard about 2000 hides when the
trade began to slacken On Thursday
night there was a violent blow from
the northward but as this was off

anchor and hold on
Danas Next Visit

Twentyfour years later in 1858

Dana visited San Pedro main and

I could scarce
the hill up which we rolled
and dragged and pushed
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longer the landing
place One had been
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boats discharged and took off car
goes from a mole or wharf in a quiet
place SlUe from southeasters A tug
ran to take jnC payers from the
steamer to the the trade of
Los Angeles is sufficient to support
such a vessel I walked along the
shore to the new landing place where
there were two or store houses
and other buildings fronting a small
depot and a stage tsund went
daily between this atec d the pu
ebloThe creek mentioned by Dana is
the estuary now called the inner har-
bor On one side of this narrow in
let is the main land and on the ether
is Rattlesnake Island now called T r
minalisland The town of Wilmington-
is at the head of the estuary

In ISO a railroad was built between
San Pedro and Los Angeles twenty
three miles long la IS76 this road
was acquired by the Southern Pacific

Improving
The Improvement of the inner har

bor began under the direction of
Colonel G H of the corps of
engineers in 1871 when congress Ap-
propriated 20 00 out of a total ex-
penditure planned of 530OM LOB An-
geles had a population of M0 of whom
only onefifth were Americans and the
town was without eastern tan connec
tion until 187C when the Southern Pa-
cific came down from the brth The
principal industry of the surrounding

was cattle raising on the un
land Sow of the old set

tlers thought it was a waste of money-
to attempt to improve this lagoon but
fortunately others including Represent
ative S Houghton thought differ
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appropriation The plan was
a jetty of rock and out from
the point of Rattlesnake island to
Deadmans island a distance of 6700
feet Hitherto the tide had been ebbing
and flowing across this vast expanse
By thus confining it to a narrow chan-

I net It was expected that the rush of
ebbing waters would dredge out and

I deepen the channel and cut down the
I bar at the entrance A year later an
I improvement was proposed extending
the jetty out 400 feet farther and build
ing another 3500 feet long parallel to
confine the tide still more This was
done and the resultwas complete A

success In 1891 the channel had 0
deepened widened and C

the depths had increased
from a minimum of six feet Q2
to sixteen and the bar in 4 F
stead of being eighteen

j inches under water was rd
fourteen feet For
this work congress
appropriated in

I addition to the cSs3

cody and the tlterun
bers
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straight-
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deep sea harbor howe er did not re

years Nevertheless Senator Leland J

Stanford who was at the head of the
Southern Pacific prior to 13M was alive j
to the situation Colonel

of the inner harbor plans
the subject with him as early

as 1881 Colonel Some y sjs
later gave the foltflSrftlg account of this j

interview
Stanfords Prophetic Words

The Southern Pacific hard
then been recently finished and its
president expected that by reaon of
its light grades it must become the
route of an immense commerce to ba
developed on the Asiatic elwhre He
Governor Stanford ej his ffl

tention to build steamer of capacity
to carry 15000 to 3MW tons each H
stated that the co m rce with China
was in its infancy and considering its
enormous he expected ex-
changes to take dimensions not then
anticipated by any one There were
obvious and serious objections to San
Francisco as the port of n

be handled over th Southern GC

Pacific railroad in that freight
would have to be transported JQJS

over nearly 5W miles efsrall J
road and pass three sum
mite in order to refch
that port from Los An-
geles It was plain
thst these ships
must receive and
discharge their
cargoes upon
the adjacent

celve for a number QC
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coast a nd
his first in-

quiry was as to
whether Or not

Wilmington harbor
could be made to ae

commodate vessels of
r the proposed magnitude

The reply was was
quite impracticable to make

J the estuary for larg-
eS vessels His next Inquiry was

as to an alternative harbor
Diego had no railroad

and could not be considered He was

r jf bay of San under the lee of
which vessels of any size mIght lie in-

security in touch with the and
ci there receive and discharge

At a later date he was given a nap
which In a general way

y project of an outer harbor i

Subsequent events especially as re
ij gards Oriental trade have demenstra-

tJ ed the farsighted sagacity of Senator
ft Stanford in this matter The Oriental

trade has already grown to enormous
proportions and the foremost
on the subject declare that its

Bay scarcely begun I expect to
live to see the day said thesenator
at another time when our commerce
goes to San Pedro instead of San Fran
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It

sul b1ft J

San

niormed that It would quite
practicable to bulks a breakwater in the

PEdro

d dO

0 Jll stnrtedothe

e

V
11

MO
and

Il1WOOOtn 1Si3 wIth

4

f
f 4

r

4i

I that

connection-
S be fm-

W

c does
s

I

a
develop-

ment

3Tit190 1i2

¬

<

=

528Mfl in small
amounts scattered over

the years between 1875

and 1 2
But the Inner harbor would

not admit vessels of the great
est draught Thaquestion o a

t

y incl
¬

=

Senator Stanford was the consistent
friend of the San Pedrd harbor He
was instrumental in getting
appropriation looking toward title
harbor for deep draugh
Through the efforts of
ford and Representative yandeyer in

the first
9

i

gait

Senator Stafi

e

1S90 an appropriation of 5006 was
made to prepare the plans for a
deepwater harbor in the vIcin
ity of Los Angeles between jcS
Points Durpe and Capis O
trano Colonel G H
Mendell who bad de
signed the work on
the San Pedro in
ner harbor was
lead Sof the rUi

r
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board
to

map out the
anouter

harbor With him
on the board were

Lieutenant Colonel
L Glrtespte and

F tenant Colonel V H H
Benyaurd This board made-

a thorough examination of j

the situation and reported in
favor of San Pedro as opposed

to Santa Monica or any other har
bor along the neighboring coast-

It was estimated that the cost of
a breakwater at Santa Monica If
built of rubble and concrete would
be 5715965 or 4843440 if built of rub
ble only The cost of an outer break
water at San Pedro was estimatedat
4594494 built of rubble and concrete
or 4tl2 166 if built of rubble only

The board gave the reasons
for favoring San Pedro above Santa
Monica

In view of the faot that San Pedro
In its natural condition affords bet-

ter protection from prevailing winds
and from dangerous storms than Santa
Monica bay

That protection can be secured at
less cost for equal development of
breakwater at the former than at the
latter a larger area of protected an-
chorage front the prevailing watery
swells can be secured the severe storms
from the west infrequent

And that Is already an interior
harbor that will be a valuable addi-
tion to the outer harbor

board considers San Pedro bay
as the better location for the

harbor provided for by this act
Backed by this report the people of

Los Angeles led by the chamber of
commerce memorialized congress to
make an appropriatien for a deepwater
harbor at Sere Pedro and sent General
Lionel A Sheldon former member H

congress to assist
gressman W W Bowers along these
lines

Hitherto the Southern Pacific had
been an ally or the people of Los
Angeles on this proposition but in
1SSO a change occurred which altered
radically the stand of that immense
corporation At the annual meeting
April 9 C P Huntington gained con
trol by winning over the Hopkins In
t frest and ousted his enemy Senator
Stanford from the presidency In a
statement on assuming the presidency
himself Mr Huntington denounced his
deposed rival He started on a policy-
of doing everything possible differently
from the way Senator Stanford had
done it and among other things he
reversed the attitude of the railroad
toward San Pedro harbor Santa Mo
idea was selected for the deep seaport-

nd principal southern shipping point
of the Southern Pacific AH work on
the San Pedro wh rf was stopped The
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extendtod from
Moittoa

t Port LpaAB
geles two miles

north of Santa Mon
Y lea and a 43Mfout

wharf wasbuilt at a
cost of OQ90u completed

in 1893 The principal rea-
son for this change of base

was that in Santa Monica and
Port Los Angeles the Southern

Pacific could have practically a
monopoly of the wharf facilities

while in San Pedro open competition-
was possible At Santa Monica a steep
bluff runs along the shore a short

inland The Southern Pacific
bought practically all this land there-
by shutting out other railroads except-
on terms dictated by the Southern Pa-
cific
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Los Angeles Terminal Bailway
At San Pedro on the other hand

competition already began to appear
The Los Angeles Terminal railway was
organized by R C Kerens and George
B of St Louis and others to
acquire terminal facilities in Los An
geles and San Pedro At that time it
was that the Union Pacific
would huill Salt Lake to
Angeles The projectors when they
built the line from Los Angeles to San
Pedro in 18012 expected eventually to
sell or lease their line to the

road Existing mQtor roads-
to Glendale and Pasadena were pur
chaged and a new line built to San
Pedro harbor This new line paralleled-
the Southern Pacific about five
farther east until Long Beach was
reached thence it followed the coast
over Rattlesnake now Terminal island-
to East San Pedro on the eastern shore
of the inner harbor There docks were
built and considerable tonnage began
moving both ways over the new road
This was the nucleus of th San Pedro
Los Angeles Salt and it
was a powerful factor the
people of Los Angeles a free harbor

Two competitors to San Pedro as a
harbor had developed 4n all these years
Senator J P Topes of Nevada and
others began the development of Santa
Monica In 1875 building a wharf there
and a railroad to Los Angeles This
competition Southern Pa-
cific to reduce its exorbitant rates to
the sea at San Pedro and when the
big system absorbed the Santa Monica
road in 1877 it did the rates

abandoned toe harbor as unsafe
Huntington chanKva beck there in the
early 9Q aad try to get the
government to make H safe

The other competitive harbor was
established at Redondo mid way be
tween Pedro and Santa Monica In
1139 a party of Oregon capitalists or-

ganized Redondo Railway company
and built a narrow gauge line between
Los Angefetf and RedOndo with a wharf
at Redonda I sea veSsels could
reach the wharf readily while lighter
ing was t that time necessary in San
Pedro for the large draught ships
Consequently Redpndo began to get a
large Share of the traffic The Santa
Fe hunt in in 189ft and in

was getting the bulk of the
Los Angeles watr traflftc

Bitter Struggle Begun
Senator Charles Feltotf who suc-

ceeded Senator Hearst and
Representative W W Bowers set out
to secure an of 250000

start the work on the San Pedro
outer harbor To assist them in this
work Ches FoTtnaa representing tine
Los Angeles chamber of ctommerce and
T K and vice presi
dent Terminal railway went to
Washington When the matter came
up before the senate committee on
commerce the Southern Pacific
tor the first time Us violent opposition-
and abitter war was inaugurated last-
Ing for a decade and showing how one
man could be powerful enough to de-

feat an entire state During
this war Senator Williams P Frye of
Maine acted as chief agent for the cor
poration in the senate and Binger
Hermann of Oregon then a representa-
tive and afterward commissioner the
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land ofBee
recently

asked to resign
for caws han1

1 died the mtereate
of the corporation in

the house During the
hearing in MM before

the committee on com-
merce Senator Frye po

laced a telegram signed sjr
Chief Engineer Hood Of tile

Inion Pacific declaring the
Pedro harbor impracticable

for ships
As a result of this opposition Senator

Felton compromised on an
tion of U M for expenses of

of five engineers
duty it shall be to make a careful
critical examination for a proposed
deep water harbor at San Pedro or
Santa Monica and to report
which is the more eligible location
such a harbor in depth width and

to accommodate the largest
vessels and the comnjer

cial and naval necessities of the opus
J

of the same hoard
supposed to reach a fiaal ngnciim nC

t ft by 1 secretary
made up of WilUana CN
hill Lieutenant Colonel HMtrjr M Bok
ert author of Roberts Rotes T C

Hains Major C W Raymond and

name of its chairman it was called the
Craighill board
The board held Its first session la the

Los Angeles chamber of to
September 1892 the meetings being
public and both sides Ming herd A

I careful examination of both barters
of Redondo was made and the

report was med Oct 27 In It
board goes into a discussion of
topic at length In the course
marks on the importance ofthe lialtiM
these statements are

Harbor Officially Endorsed
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Two through lines the Sovi
Pacific and the Santa Fe systems crse
the from Los Angeles at
much lower elevations than the
ern lines and also connect the Pacific
with the Gulf of and their op
eration is never obstructed by snow Or
ice If a safe accessible and con-

venient harbor for deep draft verses
existed on the southern coast tbeee
would appear the most favorable lines
for the transportation of Asiatic and
Australian commerce Should the 2ttc
araguan canal be completed the

of the proposed harbor will
become still greater At the present
time the most convenient course for
sailing vessels coming around the Horn
is to go out into the midPacific and
strike the trade winds to make the
port of San Francisco With the com-
pletion of the canal commerce will be
principally transported by steam ves-
sels of moderate draft which will move
north along the coast and seek the
nearest favorable and convenient port
from which their freight can reach its
market A deep water harbor on the
southern coast would thus rective the
Asiatic and Australian freights for
shipment over the most favorable
transcontinental lines accommodate
large part of the commerce passing
through the Nicaragua canal which
now goes around the Horn and finally
furnish a port of shipment and supply
not only for the productive territory in
its immediate vicinity but also for
greater plateau reached by the south-
ern railways the mountain
ranges Considering therefore
probable needs of In the nr
future the board Is of the opinion that
the proposed deep water harbor Is of
high national Importance and well
worthy of consideration by the general
government-

The board decided in favor of San
Pedro as the best located beRt
protected of the harbors under eoastd
eration and as the one
least expense to improve it It
recommended that a curved break
water S200 feet long be constructed
southward and eastward from Point
Fermin thus protecting all vessels en
tering the bay

The estimate of cost was as follows
Substructure 143J6U cubic

yards at 150 213101
Superstructure 17S33t cubic yards

at 2 357
Contingencies 15 per cent 378346

Total CS853
When the contract was finally let

some years later it was for 130319-
8Ostns ibiy this report was to be

final of the controversy-
but it wiumt Los Angeles sent Gen
eral Forman and Mr Gibbon back to
Washington in 1893 to resume work
the 250000 appropriation Senator Fel
ton introduced a bill setting aside this

but Senator Senator-
J P Jones of Nevada whose real home
i Santa Monica and who owned land
long the Hater frnrt kept the bill
from getting out of the senate commit
tee on commerce

Huntington Grows Frank
Early in 1834 the Southern Pacific

wharf at Santa Monica was completed-
The m r hunts of Los Angeles greeted
its oitniii with pleasure as it gave
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